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Before you start:

* what do you need?
* money for... travel
equipment
analytical costs
food/beer?
* who are you writing for?
* know your audience

* what resources do you have available?
SGPS
* your supervisor

your grad chair

your colleagues
(some sources are more reliable than others!)
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Before you start:

* who are you writing for?
* what funding agencies are out there? - http://pivot.cos.com/
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Before you start:

* who are you writing for?
* what funding agencies are out there?

* most students go to OGS, SSHRC, NSERC, CIHR

* but there are others
Wenner Gren — Anthropology
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GRANTEES

HISTORY Search this site: [>]

roow us: (3 3

Other Funding
Sources

Additional sources of funding
for anthropological research.

View resources »

Frequently Asked
Questions

What projects are narmally
NOT funded by the
Foundation?

The Wenner-Gren Foundation

supporting worldwide research in all branches of anthropology

Programs

Programs

Dissertation Fieldwork Grants

Dissertation Fieldwork Grants are awarded to aid doctoral or thesis research. The program contributes to the Foundation's
overall mission to support basic research in anthropology and to ensure that the discipline continues to be a source of vibrant
and work that furthers our of humanity's cultural and biological origins, development, and variation.
The Foundation supports research that demonstrates a clear link to anthropological theory and debates, and promises to make
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be requested to cover distinct research phases (for example, two summers) ifthis is part of the research design. Application
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Before you start:

* who are you writing for?
* what funding agencies are out there?

* most students go to OGS, SSHRC, NSERC, CIHR

* whatever the agency — READ THE INSTRUCTIONS
what do they want?
ask around — what works and what doesn’t
any drafts of previous applications?
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Partnerships and Projects Science Links Science News Educational Resources

Home » Research Funding Collaboration » Policies and Guidelines » Selecting the Appropriate Federal Granting Agency

Partnerships and Projects

Directory of Scientists and
Professionals

Canadian High Arctic Research Station
Northern Contaminants Program

Health Canada: Centre for Vaccine
Evaluation

Science and Technology Data

Research Funding Collaboration
Co-operative Funding Programs
Policies and Guidelines

Open Access

Selecting the Appropriate Federal
Granting Agency

Research Ethics

Responsible Conduct of Research
Public Communications
Institutional Agreement

Conflict of Interest and
Confidentiality

Institutional Eligibility
Requirements

Post-Award Administration and
Finance Information

Other Collaborative Activities
Contact Us

International Research Funding
Collaboration

Enhancing Global Recognition for
Canadian Research Excellence

National Science and Technology Week

Science Links

Selecting the Appropriate Federal Granting Agency

e Introduction
e General Guidelines for Submitting and Accepting Applications
* General Guidelines for the Eligibility of Subject Matter

o SSHRC

o NSERC

o CIHR

¢ Guidelines for the Eligibility of Applications Related to Health
© SSHRC
o NSERC
o CIHR

e Guidelines for the Eligibility of Applications in Psychology

Introduction

The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC),

and the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) support and promote high-quality research in a wide variety of disciplines
and areas.

The granting agencies were created by Acts of Parliament, which define their individual mandates. In turn, these mandates define
the areas of research funded by each agency. The agencies have each developed their own general guidelines for the eligibility of
subject matter, described below.

The agencies recognize, however, that some areas of research will overlap two or more granting agencies. Therefore, individual
agency mandates have been interpreted in order to ensure that areas of research that cross agency boundaries are eligible for
support. This means that in some areas of research there is overlap between agency mandates, and some applications could be
eligible for support by more than one federal granting agency. Therefore, more detailed guidelines have been developed for
researchers working in health and psychology. Other areas of overlap include geography, business, management studies, physical
education, optometry, etc.

Some research also requires an interdisciplinary approach. The agencies wish to encourage the Canadian research community to
advance and lead interdisciplinary research that is cross-cutting and addresses important social, economic and health issues that
matter to Canadians. This includes research that bridges more than one discipline or that requires the skills of several disciplines.
The agencies support this type of research through a number of joint and co-operative programs (see "Research Funding
Collaboration” for a complete listing) and have in place a number of mechanisms to ensure that interdisciplinary research is
accommodated within their individual programs.

http://www.science.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=FEE7261A-1
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About SSHRC

Home >

Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council

Funding

Funding >» How to Apply

Talent Program

Insight Program
Connection Program
Priority Areas
Upcoming Deadlines

How to Apply

Competition Results

>

Subject Matter Eligibility

Selecting a Granting Agency
Application Regulations
Resource Centre

Forms

Impact Awards

Merit Review

Using Your Funds

Canada
T seanen

Connecting with Society News Room

Subject Matter Eligibility

Subject Matter Eligibility

Overview
General Guidelines for the Eligibility of Subject Matter at SSHRC

Guidelines for the Eligibility of Applications Related to Health
Guidelines for the Eligibility of Applications in Psychology
Multidisciplinary Collaboration with Other Agencies

Overview

The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC) and
the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) support and promote high-quality research in a wide variety of disciplines and
areas. This includes research that bridges more than one discipline or that requires the skills of several disciplines.

SSHRC collaborates closely with the other granting agencies to encourage and promote support to the full range of social science
and humanities research and research training, including collaboration across disciplines and subject areas. The following guidelines
have been prepared to assist applicants in directing their proposals to the most appropriate funding agency. These guidelines apply
to research, research training, and related activities such as conferences or scholarly journals. In any given application, applicants
should apply to the agency that is responsible for the dominant research discipline or area. A researcher, research team or student
may not submit the same application to more than one of the three federal research granting agencies.

Applications submitted to SSHRC that would be more appropriately evaluated by NSERC or CIHR will not be accepted. In such
cases, applicants may be required to submit a new application to the appropriate agency.

Applicants working in research areas where boundaries overlap are advised to state clearly in all applications for funding why they
believe their proposals are primarily appropriate for support by the agency to which they are submitting their application.

Such applicants should contact the research services office at their institution for guidance. In addition, they should seek the
advice of the appropriate program officer in charge of the program to which they are considering applying.

http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/apply-demande/
background-renseignements/selecting_agency-choisir_organisme_subventionnaire-eng.aspx
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To start:

* what do you need?
 when do you need it?
* what are you doing?

* clear research question / hypothesis / problem / goal

* “so what?” / “who cares?”
* be able to position your research within your field

* be able to articulate your question clearly and concisely to
someone who is not in your field

Western & SocialScience



Writing:

* start writing
* outline
* rough out the sections
* brain storm

* flesh out the outline
* go back over the requirements
* do the sections flow?
* do the methods and theory match?
e are your expectations realistic?

Western & SocialScience



Evaluation Criteria and Scoring

The following criteria and scoring scheme are used by adjudication committee members to evaluate Insight Grant applications:

1. Challenge—The aim and importance of the endeavour (40%):

» originality, significance and expected contribution to knowledge;

appropriateness of the literature review;

* appropriateness of the theoretical approach or framework;

* appropriateness of the methods/approach;

quality of training and mentoring to be provided to students, emerging scholars and other highly qualified personnel,
and opportunities for them to contribute; and

potential influence and impact within and/or beyond the social sciences and humanities research community.

2. Feasibility—The plan to achieve excellence (20%):

probability of effective and timely attainment of the research objectives;

e appropriateness of the requested budget and justification of proposed costs;

e indications of financial and in-kind contributions from other sources, where appropriate;

quality of knowledge mobilization plans, including for effective knowledge dissemination, knowledge exchange and
engagement within and/or beyond the research community; and

» strategies and timelines for the design and conduct of the activity/activities proposed.

3. Capability—The expertise to succeed (40%):

e quality, quantity and significance of past experience and published and/or creative outputs of the applicant and any
team members relative to their roles in the project and their respective stages of career;

e evidence of contributions such as commissioned reports, professional practice, public discourse, public policies,
products and services, experience in collaboration, etc.;

* evidence of contributions to the development of talent; and

e potential to make future contributions.

http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/programs-programmes/
insight_grants-subventions_savoir-eng.aspx#4
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Appendix 3 - Scoring System

To be recommended for funding, applications must receive a minimum score of 3.0 for each
of the three criteria.

Table 1: Challenge and Feasibility

If the nature of the research proposed is such that a theoretical framework or any other
component mentioned in this table is not necessary, this component should not be taken into
account in the evaluation of the proposed research. If a committee member’s rationale for
assigning a score to a particular application differs significantly from what is prescribed in the
table, he or she must be prepared to briefly explain their reasons when reporting on the
application at the committee meeting.

Challenge (40%)

Feasibility (20%)

Very Good -Excellent: Highly onginal, at the
forefront of the field. The literature review is
complete and up-to-date, and is linked to the
proposed research. The theoretical/ conceptual
approach or framework is highly focused, fully
explained and well developed. The
methodology is very well described and will
lead to meaningful results. The training
opportunities, where applicable, and likelihood
of influence/impact within and/or beyond the
research community are excellent.

Very Good -Excellent: Objectives are very
explicit and clearly defined, and there is a
very high probability of meeting them. All
budget components are well justified, and
the budget’s overall link to the proposed
research is evident. The knowledge
mobilization/ dissemination plan, where
appropriate, is very effective and very likely
to achieve success. The strategies/timelines
for the proposed research are very
coherent, realistic and appropriate.

4-49

Good - Very good: Original, meets quality
standards and will contribute to the
development of the field. One or more of the
following elements should have been better
developed: literature review, theoretical/
conceptual framework, and/or methodology.
The training opportunities, where applicable,
and likelihood of influence/impact within
and/or beyond the research community, are
very good.

Good - Very good: Objectives are defined
and it is likely that they will be met. One or
more of the following elements should have
been better developed: strategies/timelines
for the proposed research, justification for
the budget, and/or knowledge
mobilization/dissemination plans.

Satisfactory - Good: A good research proposal,
but lacks at least one compelling element. The
committee has concerns regarding one or more
of the following: originality/novelty, literature
review, theoretical/conceptual framework,
and/or methodology. Training opportunities,
where applicable, are good, as is the likelihood
of influence/impact within and/or beyond the
research community.

Satisfactory - Good: Objectives are
identified but the committee has doubts
that they will be met. Concerns exist
regarding one or more of the following
elements: strategies/timelines for the
proposed research, justification for the
budget, and/or knowledge mobilization/
dissemination plans.

Below
3

Unsatisfactory: Proposal has low probability of
significant contribution to the field. There are
serious shortcomings in one or more of the
following elements: originality/novelty,
literature review, theoretical/conceptual
framework, and/or methodology. Training
opportunities, where applicable, are modest,
as is the likelihood of influence/impact within
and/or beyond the research community.

Unsatisfactory: Objectives are ill-defined
and there is a low probability of achieving
success. There are serious shortcomings in
one or more of the following elements:
strategies/timelines for the proposed
research, justification for the budget and/or
knowledge mobilization/ dissemination
plans.
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To start:

* common sections
* introduction
 theoretical context
* methods/materials
* expected conclusions
* impact
* knowledge mobilization

* or, maybe you have to have all this stuff together in a
single 1 or 2 page section!
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Writing:

* organization
* say what you are doing and why it is important within the first
paragraph (or two)
grab the reader

* contextualize what you’re doing
is this new? innovative?
related research

* conclude by telling the reader again why this is important
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Writing:

* theoretical context
* more important in some areas than others
* important for positioning the research in the field
* key rationale for the research question

* methods
* consistent with the theoretical context?
* why these methods?
* if the methods are non-standard — rationalize

* timeline
* is your research “doable” within the available time
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Writing:

* budget
* do you need to include a budget?
* budget justification?

if so, make sure that you can demonstrate how the budget items are
critical for the success of the research

don’t pad

* your record - CV
* include relevant items

* e.g. work at MacDonald’s might not be relevant, unless you were
a manager and leadership is relevant to the proposal

awards

service (get involved!)
don’t be shy! — but don’t bulls—t!
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Writing:

* general strategic tips

* don’t fill every available inch of space
give the reader’s eyes a break

if you are desperate for space and are including citations, the author-
date citation system takes up a lot of space — a numeric system with
numbered bibliography saves space

* review the requirements

* any enclosures/attachments required
letters of reference? — help your referees!

* complete all sections — leave nothing blank
* proof read — again — have a colleague read — NO TYPOS
* be professional
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Writing:

* polish
* consider your audience

will your application be assessed by a disciplinary or multidisciplinary
committee?

the answer will affect your use of language and level of technical
detail

in general... “describe your program of study in non-technical terms.
Write your proposal in clear, plain language and avoid jargon...”.

* don’t give the committee the excuse to dump your file

* think about the reader — a single reviewer might have 40 files
to read

* you want yours to stand out!
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Letters of Recommendation:

* who to ask?
* your supervisor

* beyond that — how well do you know the prof? / they you?
what is their rank/reputation?

* equip them well
give them all the info on the grant
why are you asking them?
give them what you have written
your CV
the necessary info they will need to complete forms (eg student #)
written work
anything that you want them to address in particular
give them PLENTY OF TIME!
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Submit:

* how do you submit?
* online, by mail?

* what is the deadline?
* postmark deadline?

* is there an internal deadline — departmental? faculty? — may be
earlier than what is posted on the agency’s web site

 DON’T LEAVE THINGS TO THE LAST MINUTE
ESPECIALLY REQUESTS FOR LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION!!!!
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Great applications are:

Excellent throughout

Creative

“So what?” is clear to an interdisciplinary audience,
including “so what” beyond academia if appropriate

* Seamless:
* Lit review supports methods
* Budget justification, plan of work are consistent

* there is expected impact — either to the academy, to the public or
both

They SPARKLE
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Go for it...

you certainly won’t get funding if you
don’t apply!!!!
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